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So much growth. So much learning.

We at HOME WORKS! have learned a lot and have used that new knowledge to make improvements 
that have led to more home visits being made this year. For example, we’ve been noticing a 
problem with our one-size-fits-all model. It features two home visits (one about relationship/
trust building and one about academics), two teacher trainings, two teachers on every visit, two 
family dinners at school (one after first visits were completed and the second after second visits), 
and two people in each school to make sure the visits were made and the data was collected.

We saw that there weren’t as many second visits made as first, and we learned that making 
the academic visit after daylight savings time ended was not working – it was dark and cold, 
and in some neighborhoods, the teachers said it was scary. In addition, teachers had a difficult 
time getting parents to say yes to a visit. When we see data, we take action. So we piloted 
another idea in two elementary schools in St. Louis Public Schools: Parent Teacher Learning 
Team meetings where parents come to school (we pay for transportation) and sit in their child’s 
desk to learn about their children’s academic progress; set academic goals; and receive books, 
educational games, and strategies to use with their children at home. The meetings were so 
successful that this year we are offering them to all our schools this year.

To make HOME WORKS! part of the school culture, we moved family dinners to before the visits 
to “get a buzz going,” and attended each school’s Back to School and Meet the Teacher nights. We 
had banners made that are displayed prominently to show that they are a HOME WORKS! school. 
Parents are seeing that home visits are the way the school does business. 

To put our schools on a path for success, we added a planning meeting with each school’s 
principal and several teachers before we agreed to put HOME WORKS! in the school. The most 
important question we asked was: What responsibilities will you take off your teachers’ plates to 
make teacher home visits a priority?  Not only did we not get pushback, but schools decided that 
teachers could forgo parent teacher conferences if they had visited their students’ homes, or they 
could have fewer faculty meetings so teachers could make visits after school and teachers could 
make visits on their professional development days. As a result, we have many more home visits 
this year than last. Hooray!

HOME WORKS! is planning for the future. We are on a journey to reach High Performing, 
following the guidance of nonprofit guru Mario Morino. To reach high performance means 
having “the ability to deliver over a prolonged period of time meaningful, 
measurable, and financially sustainable results for the people or causes the 
organization is in existence to serve.” This means we are working on managing to 
outcomes, having an even stronger program that moves the needle, having an even stronger 
board and “the right staff in the right seats on the bus,” having a culture of learning, continuing 
to be financially sustainable, and collecting and learning from data. Our board and staff are 
excited to do this important work.

We are excited to welcome our new Director of Program Operations, Dr. Sonya Porter, and 
new program leaders Anna Gardner-Andrews, Erica Stearns, and Sue Zerbe. We love our new 
office with every wall a different color, new furniture from IKEA, donated chairs from St. Louis 
Graduates – thank you Laura – and donated art from Lee Rodgers – thank you Lee. You will  
be invited to an office warming soon.

Thank you, donors, partners, and friends who believe in our work. We couldn’t do this work 
without you!

—	 Karen Kalish, CEO & Founder

A mother and daughter go 
over grade-level expectations 
at a Parent Teacher Learning 
Team meeting at Woerner 
Elementary (SLPS).

My attendance and grades were bad. I didn’t believe I would graduate from high school. I 
had two home visits, and it is so sweet that Ms. Pirkle and Mrs. Smith came to my house! 
Ms. Pirkle was the miracle I needed! She asked me, “Why do you choose to get so far 
behind?” I had anxiety and was depressed. My grades are now As and Bs and I am going to 
graduate early! – HOME WORKS! Student, Pearce Hall High School, Wentzville



Who We Served – Participating Schools 2017-2018 Who We Served – Participating Schools 2017-2018
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Charter School 
La Salle Middle

The School District of Clayton 
Meramec Elementary

Columbia Public Schools 
Parkade Elementary

Hazelwood School District 
Southeast Middle 

Marshall Public Schools 
Early Childhood Learning Center 
Spainhower

Normandy Schools Collaborative 
Washington Elementary 
Normandy 7th and 8th Grade Center

Parkway School District 
Fern Ridge High

St. Louis Public Schools 
Ashland Elementary 
Buder Elementary 
Columbia Elementary 
Dewey Elementary 
Gateway Elementary 

Hickey Elementary 
Mason Elementary 
Meramec Elementary 
Monroe Elementary 
Nance Elementary 
Patrick Henry Elementary 
Stix Early Childhood Center 
Vashon High 
Washington Montessori Elementary 
Woerner Elementary

The School District of University City 
University City High

Wentzville School District 
Heritage Primary 
Pearce Hall Alternative High 

Parent Teacher Learning Team Meetings 
are a classroom-based, teacher-led family 
engagement model that includes one home 
visit, up to three meetings at school, and 
one parent-teacher conference.

At a Family Dinner at Stix Early 
Childhood Center (SLPS), a 
teacher and mother talk with her 
son about ways to better support 
him at home and at school.

The most valuable part of the teacher home visit is the feeling that the teachers have a 
strong connection to the students and are invested in them, not just doing a “job,” but 
actually truly care about the students and their families. I have never felt that way about 
any school, and I really like this feeling! 

– HOME WORKS! Parent

Before the home visit, this student was challenging and extremely defiant. If things did not 
go her way, she would shut down and not allow people to interact with her. After the home 
visit, she turned her attitude around completely. She enjoys school and has become a leader 
in the classroom and in the school. She participates, gets her work done, and will allow help 
when she becomes frustrated.  
– Danielle Callanan, Teacher, Spainhower, Marshall Public Schools



2017-2018 Accomplishments Press

6      HOME WORKS! 2017-18 Annual Report      7

2.	 November 2017: Fox 2 News, “HOME WORKS! helps 
      parents of struggling students.”

•	 97% of parents surveyed at family dinners felt that attending made them feel welcome and 	
	 more connected to their child’s school.

•	 95% of surveyed teachers believed that home visits improved students’ motivation and 	
	 attitudes toward school.

•	 91% of surveyed teachers felt that home visits strengthened their understanding of their 	
	 students’ cultures and home lives

•	 90% of all parents surveyed felt that home visits improved their relationships with their 	
	 children’s teachers and that they were “very comfortable” contacting them.

•	 83% of surveyed teachers felt that they were successful in reaching students and families in 	
	 their schools with the greatest needs for support.

•	 80% of surveyed teachers believed that home visits increased their effectiveness as teachers 	
	 by giving them new insights into the strengths and needs of their students.

•	 65% of teachers observed improvement in students who had issues with academic 		
	 performance. 

•	 Students, parents, and teachers all reported improvements in homework completion.

	 All of  our results indicate enthusiastic support 
of  the HOME WORKS! program.

A University City High School 
teacher talks with a mother 
and son about how academic 
achievement is going at home.

1.	 April 2018: Normandy Schools Collaborative, “HOME WORKS! 
      Partnership Helps Bridge Gap to Academic Success.”

5.	 September 2017: The Marshall Democrat-News,       “New Program comes to Marshall Public Schools.”

3.	 November 2017: St. Louis Post-Dispatch, “Teaching group 

      in STL wins grant for work with struggling students.

	 6.  December 2017, U City Pride, “HOME WORKS! The 

	       Engagement Program That Opens Doors to Student 

             Success and Achievement.”

4.	 April 2018: “Hazelwood Middle School continues to bring       school home.” 

St. Louis County Community News
St. Charles County

O'Fallon, MO
Circulation: 30,000
Frequency: Weekly

April 17, 2018
https://mycnews.com/



Inside a Home Visit Inside a Home Visit
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Katie Bowers from Mason Elementary (SLPS) visits Mr. L’s home.

All students receive Learning Bags with a book; school, library, and
community resources; and educational activities to use at home.

Teachers bring an attendance 
chart so parents can see how 
their child is doing compared to 
other (de-identified) students 
in the class.

Two teachers go on every home visit – typically the classroom teacher and a co-visitor who
knows the child well.

Before the home visit, the student did not finish his homework assignments 
and had a D in my class. He would frequently skip class and get distracted 
in class. After the home visit, this student made up all of his missing work 
and now has a B in class. His attendance has greatly improved and he is 
a model student. If I hadn’t done the home visit, I wouldn’t know that his 
mother has a great impact on his motivation and behavior. 
– Lauren Bowers, Teacher, Vashon High School

The most valuable part of the teacher home visit is the communication. It helps to 
know my child’s development, and I can also give feedback on what I think she needs 
to improve on. – Parent, Nance Elementary, St. Louis Public Schools
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2017-2018 by the Numbers 2017-2018 by the Numbers
• 2,576 home visits completed
• 6,700 people impacted

1,886 
students visited

1,656 hours 
staff spent doing home visits

27 Schools Participating
2	 Early Childhood Centers
17	Elementary Schools
3	 Middle Schools
5	 High Schools

45 Family Dinners with 
5,333 people at Dinners

82 teacher/staff trainings 
resulting in

595 teachers trained

for supporting our efforts  
in the 2017-18 school year!

68% of teachers saw improvement in attendance

65% of teachers saw improvement in Academics

61% of teachers saw improvement in Behavior

thank you 



Meet Some of  our Teachers Financial Report
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Kelli Owens
School: Heritage Primary, Wentzville School District 2 Years 
Home Visits: 23 in the 2017-2018 School Year

Q. Why are home visits so important?

The relationship piece! Students and families feel safer and more 
comfortable when they see that their teacher is willing to take the time to make a home visit.

Q. How have home visits helped you as a teacher?

Being able to set goals for students has made me more accountable for their growth. It has 
raised my confidence level, and I feel more comfortable around parents. Meeting parents helped 
to convince them that I was indeed a powerful partner in this student’s educational journey.

Q. Please describe one of you favorite home visits. What was its effect on you, on the 
student, and on the student’s family?

Before the visit this student was timid and wasn’t completing homework. Every other night 
the parent was calling, frustrated about how little homework her son was completing. The 
home visit transformed everything. At this student’s home, I was able to explore possible quiet 
homework spots with the student and pick one, and I taught him how to use a timer to manage 
his time. He completed 90% or more of his homework! He now tells others he is smart, seeks out 
his homework spot on his own, and has ownership over his learning.

Q. Any other thoughts on home visits?

I have become addicted to home visits. I love the way the families feel when I meet with them. I 
can’t even wait to make more visits next week. I have six scheduled. Bring it on!

Tonya Malone
School: Southeast Middle, Hazelwood district, 10 years 
Home Visits: 98 in the 2017-18 school year

Q. How have home visits helped you as a teacher?

I find home visits to be very useful to understanding some of the things 
that our students and their families are going through each and every day. Home visits have 
allowed me to look more at each student’s unique situation and come up with a plan to help that 
student move forward with their academic goals.

Q. Please describe the effect of home visits on your school.

I have done home visits for the past three years. The most significant change that I see right 
away is attendance and behavior. Once the students realize that tardies and absences really work 
against them, their attendance improves dramatically. I have had many students in the past 
show improvement in academics and increase their tutoring participation. I stress to students 
during the visits that they are able to evaluate their progress by logging into the “Student Portal” 
to see what assignments they are missing and take ownership of their progress.

Financial Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018

	 Administrative Expenses....................................... $172,703.62
	 Fundraising Expenses.............................................. $87,064.71
	 Program Expenses................................................. $487,713.31
	 Total Expenses........................................ $747,481.64

	 Family Foundations............................................... $268,597.01
	 Corporations.......................................................... $161,530.00
	 Individuals............................................................. $300,721.21
	 Government ...................................................................$5,000
	 Other Foundations .................................................. $16,644.28
	 Revenue.................................................................... $2,639.71
	 Total Income ........................................... $755,132.21
 

Randomized Control Trial

HOME WORKS! is in the second year of a randomized control trial (RCT) measuring the 
impact of our model on school achievement, classroom behavior, and school attendance in 
11 elementary schools in St. Louis Public Schools. The RCT is being implemented by one of 
our evaluation teams, Concentric Research, that was awarded funding through the Institute 
of Education Sciences (U.S. Department of Education). This past year, evaluators collected 
program data, and in the 2018-2019 program year, Concentric is analyzing the data for 
publication and dissemination.  
To date, no findings from rigorous RCTs measuring the effectiveness of teacher 
home visit programs on academic outcomes for school-age students have been 
published. Results from the RCT will be available in 2019, and we look forward 
to sharing them.

Revenue Expenses 
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Donors Donors
Fischer-Bauer-Knirps Foundation
Susan K. & Paul Goldberg
Esley Hamilton
Jen & Tom Hillman
Michael E. Howard Charitable 	
	 Foundation
Dr. Linda Shaw & Bob Hughes
Suzanne & Steve Kalish
Sally & Ken Katzif
Joseph and Ellen Kraichely
The Kukla Family Charitable Fund
Caola Kullman Family Fund
Leslie & Michael Litwack
Roz & Charles Lowenhaupt
Ray B. Marglous Family Foundation
Ken & Patti Raber Max
Sue & Bill Morris
Peterson Family Foundation
Jill & Mark Schupp
Nancy & Alan Stein
Susan & Drexel Stith
Mary & Steve Usselmann
Dr. Christine Jacobs & Hank Webber
Carrie & Ross Woolsey

$250 to $499 
Dr. Kelvin Adams
Marilyn Averill
J. Arthur Baer
Maris Berg
Eleanor & Robert Blackwell
Lisa Greening & Sam Blumoff
Linda Henke & David Bristol
Ellen & Bart Brnjac
Phoebe & Spencer Burke
Susan Butler
Sharon & Alonzo Byrd, Jr.
Dr. Bruce H. & Betsy H. Cohen
Debbie & Douglas Craft
Margaret & Steve Culver
Anita & Ron Dickenson
Christine & Myers Dill
Dr. Sean Doherty
Dr. Tim & Kim Eberlein

Ellenwood Fund
Dr. Sharon L. Fitelson
Marsha & Steve Funk
Beth Gaby
Phillip Goodman
Debbie & John Greenberg
Laurie Reitman & Steve Hadzima
John H. Hart Foundation
Lauretta & Kevin Holloway
Linda & Michael Honigfort
Kahn Memorial Trust
Susan Lammert
Suzanne Lasky
Neil and Pam Lazaroff Family 	
	 Foundation
Stacey & Rich Liekweg
Pam & John Mandelker
Dr. Keith A. Marty
Cathy Augustin  & Michael Maskus
Mary Ann McLaughlin
Heidi & Rob Meister
Anne & Daniel Miller
Gillian Noero
Optimist Club of Clayton
Nina Shapiro Perl & Peter Perl
Vida G. Prince
Mary & John Risberg
Janet & Lee Rodgers
George L. Roman
Dan Rottenberg
Erin Runnels
Joan King & Kevin Salwen
Joy & Marty Satz
Lisa & Jeffrey Schuchardt
Dr. Carter Smith
Pat & Jim Steiner
TheBANK of Edwardsville
Lisa Orden Zarin & Larry Zarin
Adam Zucker

Up to $249 
Vera Atkinson
Mariann & Frank Baker
Rita & Ed Balk

Caroline Basore
June Bierman
Dr. Gordon & Terry Bloomberg
Dr. Donald & Marilyn Blum
Laura Studer Brock
Suzie & Alan*Broddon
Shirley & Charles Brown
Frances Brownstein
Dr. Bob & Suzanne Bruce
Central Reform Congregation
Juanita Charles
Hedy Chang & Jack Chin
Clark-Fox Family Foundation
Molly & Steven Cline
Ruth & Ed Cogen
Drs. Patricia L. and F. Sessions Cole
Cameron Coleman
Desiree & Rasheen Coleman
Marti Cortez
Tom Corwin
Mary Ellen Cotsworth
Audrey & John Coyle
Kathy & Joseph Coyle
Heidi Currier
Thomas Currier
Ann Daly
Terri & Alfie D’Ancona III
Caleb Dardick
Cheryl Adelstein & Dan Davison
Kathy & Tom Day
Sue & Phil Dean
Inda Schaenen & Michael Dee
Patricia & Robert Denlow
Lee & Gene Deutsch
David Diener
Lisa & Robert Dixon
Judy & Richard Dubin
Marty Kaplan & Bobby Duffy
Faye & Victor Edwards
Robin & Jerry Ehrlich
Jane Eiseman
Kristine & Bert Emmons
Robert Etter & Family

$50,000 and Up
Centene Charitable Foundation
Dr. William Danforth

$25,000 to $49,000
Ameren Corporation Charitable Trust
ascena Retail Group
Amy & Jeff Call
Emerson Charitable Trust
Express Scripts Foundation
The Mildred, Herbert & Julian 
	 Simon Foundation
Tilles Foundation

$15,000 to $24,000
Great Rivers Confluence Foundation
Allen P. & Josephine B. Green 
	 Foundation
Pettus Foundation
Saigh Foundation
Spirit of St. Louis Women’s Fund
Jane & Pat Tracy

$10,000 to $14,999
AT&T
Interco Charitable Trust
Philpott Family Foundation
Herman T. and Phenie R. Pott 
	 Foundation
Trio Foundation of St. Louis

$5,000 to $9,999
E. Reuben and Gladys Flora Grant 
Charitable Trust
Stanley and Lucy Lopata Charitable 
	 Foundation
William A. Kerr Foundation
Missouri Athletic Club
Missouri Children’s Trust Fund
Perkins Hunter Foundation
Pershing Charitable Trust
Mary Pat & Tom Santel
The Tromblee Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999
Dot Foods, Inc.
Kay Drey
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Miriam Wilhelm & Eric Friedman
Greater St. Louis Book Fair
Cleaves and Mae Rhea Foundation
Rubin Family Foundation
The Service Bureau Foundation
The Staenberg Family Foundation

$1,000 to $2,499
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
John Arenberg
Steve Arenberg
Susan Arenberg
Tom Arenberg
Joseph M. Arndt Foundation
Noah and Tamara Arnow Fund
Sherry & Jeff Bates
Harriet D. Blickenstaff
Frieda E. Smith & Susan Block, Esq.
Latashuia Browning
Commerce Bancshares Foundation
Don and Susannah Danforth 
	 Family Fund
DCA Family Foundation
Victor & Selene deLiniere Charitable 
	 Foundation
Cindy DiBiasi
Eidelman Family Foundation
Fox Family Foundation
Bettie Gershman
Barbara Goodman
Hon. Allan J. & Nan Kalish Goodman
Dennis Grousosky
Florence Heiman Charitable Trust
Suzanne & Tom Hough
Husch Blackwell
Jewish Fund for Human Needs
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Estelle W. & Karen S. Kalish Fund
Nancy Kalishman
Peggy & Lee Kaplan

Kings Point Capital Management
Carol & Ward Klein
Kuhn Foundation
Donna Moog & Lenny Landsbaum
Edward and Thea Lawton 
	 Foundation
Leifer Family Fund
Sally & Ned Lemkemeier
Richard D. Levey
Diane Gershman Levine
Clemence S. Lieber Foundation
Paul Lieggi
Joan & Mitchell Markow
Randall Martin
Helen and John McKetta Jr. 
	 Charitable Foundation
Pat Whitaker & Dick Miles
Millstone Foundation
Emily & James Moog
Amy & Keith Murphy
Peggy & Andy Newman
Nicholas T. Miller & Wade Rakes
Sue Fischlowitz & David Roberts
Sally & Terry Schnuck
Don Senti
Dr. Julia K. Muller & Earl 
	 Shreckengast
Shumaker Family Foundation
Peggy & Patrick Sly
Dr. Ehab Kaiser & Dalia Soliman
Mary & Tom Stillman
Anne & Roger Taylor
Heidi Veron
Donald Valentine West

$500 to $999 
Arthur and Marian Auer  
	 Philanthropic Fund
Gilles and Marguerite Cottier 
	 Family Foundation
Jennifer Curtis
Joyce & Pat Duffy
Jeff Esserman
Fannie Mae
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Dr. Moisy & Bunny Shopper
Bill Siedhoff
Dr. Sherm & Joan Silber
Susan & Gary Singer
Stephen Skrainka
Ellen & Gary Soule
Cynthia Springer
Tom Steinberg
Ruth Lederman & Terence Stern
Joy Sterneck
Drs. Elizabeth Chang & Peter 	
	 Stiepleman
Leslie Wright & Brad Stoner
John Sweet
K. Erwin Switzer
Peggy Symes
Mulugheta Teferi, PhD
The Boeing Company Gift Match
Betty Tobler
Barbara Touchette
Anne & Jim von der Heydt
Kathleen & Pete von Minden
Peggy Cohen Voss
Bert Wallbrunn
Lucie Watel
Mary Jo Welch
Carol & Ernest Whittier
Susan & Alan Witte
Nancy Wood
Dr. John A. & Sylvia Wright
Sarah Wunderly
Linda Yatkeman
Marilyn Young
Fran Zamler
Vivian Zwick
• of blessed memory

IN KIND DONORS 
Peggy Nehmen & Gary Kodner
Evelyn Goldberg

Karen Evans
Robin & Gary Feder
Barbara & John Finch
Dr. David Ain & Andrew Fish
Marilyn & Sam Fox
Nancy & Byron Francis
Roxie Frank
Enid Weisberg-Frank & Bruce Frank
Josh Franta
Carol Frohlichstein
Johnny Frohlichstein
Richard Frohlichstein
Christy Marshall & Michael Gans
Melissa Garcia
Barbara & Calvin Gatch
Rabbi Everett & Mary Gendler
Prue & Jeff Gershman
Megan & Andrew Gilfoil
Carla & Barry Giller
David and Karen Glaser
Nancy E. Snow & Daniel K. Glazier
Gay & Larry Goldenberg
Rita & Sanford Goldman
Dr. Ben & Linda Goldstein
Ron Gomez
Pat & Pete Grace
Esther Lyss-Greenstein & 
	 Harvey Greenstein
Larry Grieshaber
Leah & James Haertling
Barbara Harris
Kate & David Hatfield
Patricia & Kit Heffern
Dr. Jere & Josette Hochman
Pam Horowitz
Christie Huck
Frances Hyman
Hattie & Ronald Jackson
Wendy & Neil Jaffe
Judy & Tom Johnson
Lois Pierce & E. Terrence Jones
Grace & Greg Jones
Dr. Gerry & Felice Joyce

Cindy Kalachek
Allan Kalish
Anne Hutchinson & Eugene Kalish
Diane & John Kalishman
Raizell & Mark Kalishman
Marie & Fred Kaplowitz
Susan Katzman
Dr. Paula Knight
Julie & Casey Knopf
Janet & Seymour Krout
Kathy & Jerry Kuziel
Marjory & Donald Larsen
Casel Lastrape
Dan Laurent
Peggy Lents
Leslee & Lewis Levey
Lois C. Levin
Hayley Levy
Chris Lindquist
Karen & Travis Linneman
Judge Arthur & Adele Litz
Dr. Sandra & Greg Logan
Carolyn & Joseph Losos
Annette and Alan Mandel
Ann Mandelstamm
Cheryl & Hiram Martin III
Tricia & Michael Martinez
Alison Allman & Robert McCoole
Susan Meltz
Julia Mendelow
Dr. Lisa Dorner & Chip Meyer
Katy Meyers
Judy Miniace
Rabbi Jack Moline
Terry & Mike Mulligan
Dr. Michael & Susan Murphy
Dr. Susan Nall
Joan Newman
Jeannette & Alan Nissenbaum
Mary O’Reilly
Susan Orlins
Dr. Charles & Betty Pearson
Dwayne Pearson

Judith Perkins
Elizabeth Petersen
Sandra Jackson Phillips & 
	 Augustus Phillips, Jr.
Janet and Jack Pirozzi
Julie & Steven*Plax
Janet & Jason Popelka
Carol Portman
Barbara & Jerry Pratter
Estie & Shelby Pruett
Judy & Paul Putzel
Abolfazl Rahmani
Dr. Gary & Marilyn Ratkin
Susan & John Rava
Leslie & Jacob Reby
Scott Rechler
Lisa & Andy Remack
Patti & Steve Reust
Joann & Greg Rich
Judge Barb Wallace & Ken 
	 Rinderknecht
Linda Swaty & Bruce Roger
Vickie Rogers
Donna Rogers-Beard
Nancy & Al Rose
Marlene Rosengarten
Barbara & Hugo Rosenstein
Sally Rosenthal
Andy & Bill Rubin
Jacquelyn Levin & Michael Rubin
Rabbi David Saperstein
Joan & Jim Schiele
Annie & Joe Schlafly
William Schmidt
Leanne & Harvey Schneider
Tricia and Thad Schuler
Erica Leisenring and Bob Sears
Suzy Seldin
Nathanne Gitt & Richard Senturia
Beverly Brockus Shaud & 
	 John Shaud
Jane & Booker Shaw
Barbara & Ed Shifrin

Donors Donors

Tributes and Memorials

In Honor of (IHO) 
Kate & David Hatfield IHO Harriet Blickenstaff
Joan Newman IHO Susan Block
Lisa & Andy Remack IHO Christine & Myers Dill
Adam Zucker IHO Bob Fox
Donna Rogers Beard IHO Dr. Sharonica Hardin-Bartley
Dr. Bob & Suzanne Bruce IHO Graham Kalish
Ellen & Gary Soule IHO Karen Kalish
Grace and Greg Jones IHO Joe Kraichely
Leslie & Jacob Reby IHO Tom Kolbrener
Beth Gaby IHO Fred Lieber
Josh Franta IHO Karen Linneman
Bill Siedhoff IHO DiAnne Mueller
Nicholas T. Miller & Wade A. Rakes II IHO 
Noemi & Michael Neidorff

In Memory of (IMO)
Johnny Frohlichstein IMO Tripp Frohlichstein
Leah & James Haertling IMO Clint Haertling
Christy Marshall & Michael Gans IMO Ralph W. Kalish, Jr.
Barbara & Jerry Pratter IMO Ralph W. Kalish, Jr.
Janet & Seymour Krout IMO Carolyn Kranzberg
Heidi & Rob Meister IMO Marilyn Meister
Janet & Jack Pirozzi IMO Emma Wolff Schield
Tom Steinberg IMO Lisl Steinberg

The most valuable part of the teacher home visit was 
letting the teachers enter our world so that they can 
better relate to my child.
– HOME WORKS! Parent, La Salle Middle School
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Board of  Directors & Staff  List Mission/Guiding Principles/Core Values/Vision/Goals

Professional Staff

Board

Harriet Blickenstaff  
Retired P.R. Professional

Susan E. Block  
Paule, Camazine & Blumenthal, P.C.

Latashuia Browning – Treasurer   
Millipore Sigma 

Jennifer Curtis   
Citi

Myers Dill   
Husch Blackwell LLP

Jeff Esserman – Secretary  
Ameren

Karen F. Evans 
Patrick Henry Elementary, St. Louis Public 
Schools 

Jana Haywood 
Clyde C. Miller High, St. Louis Public Schools 

Joe Kraichely 
Enterprise Fleet Management

Jamie Moog 
Strategy and Marketing Advisor

Amy Murphy – Board Chair 
St. Louis Community Foundation

Wade Rakes 
Centene Corporation

Tom Santel 
Civic Progress

Earl Shreckengast 
Retired Nonprofit Executive

Susan Stith 
Express Scripts, Inc.

Kathy Coyle – Data Manager 

Anna Gardner-Andrews – Program Leader 

Amoni Henderson – Administrative Assistant 

Karen Kalish – Founder & CEO 

Todd Killgore – Director of Operations 

Dr. Sandra Logan – Program Leader 

Lizzy Petersen – Grants Manager 

Dr. Sonya Porter – Director of Program 	
	                                  Operations 

Erica Stearns – Program Leader

Betty Tobler – Program Leader 

Susanna Zerbe – Program Leader

Mission
	 HOME WORKS! The Teacher Home Visit Program partners families and teachers for 		
	 children’s success.
Guiding Principles – We believe that…
	 • �All parents want the best for their children.
	 • �Families play a key role in a child’s  life path.
	 • All children can learn.
	 • Learning creates opportunities.
	 • �Individual differences must be respected.
	 • �Open, honest communication is essential.
	 • �A strengths-based perspective promotes respect, trust, and effective outcomes.
Core Values
	 Collaboration, Continuous Improvement, Diversity, Innovation, Integrity,  
	 Persistence, Respect, Transparency, Trust.
Goals
	 • �Improved student academic achievement and test scores
	 • �Improved student daily attendance
	 • �Improved student classroom behavior
	 • �Increased and strengthened parent/family and teacher engagement
	 • �Reduced tardies
The long term goals of HOME WORKS! are to empower parents to read, talk, and listen to 
their children every day from birth; to foster parents’ investment in the quality of their 
children’s schooling; and to support the development of an educated, trained workforce.
Vision
	 Every child makes the grade.

Families at Mason Elementary (SLPS) 
“break bread” with teachers 
to strengthen relationships.

Parents at a Family Dinner at  
Stix Early Childhood Center (SLPS) 
share their experiences with 
teacher home visits.


